ALL TOGETHER ¥OR VICTORY AHEAD

In Rentucky slene there sre more then one million people zbove the age of nine years who
have never mede =zny vrofession of faith in Christ. Meny of ocur own velatives, neighbors,
and friende sve without Chrisi. Doubtless there are mulititvdes who would like to know
Christ as their Ssvicur, if only someons would intreduce them to Him,

For too many lost people in the vieinity of each of cur churches cen say, "Nobody csres
for my scul.® Through the wears they have been assgociated with preofessed Christians whe
knew that they had no hope of hesven, and who talked to them sbout everything else
except that which they most wanted to hear them spesk-—-the salvstion of their souls,
They are convinced thait nobody cares for their souls becsuse they have been let alone,
Our neglect of souls is o terrible and a distressing fact. 4 great need of this hour is
a genwine coneern for the salvetion of the multitudes, :

In connection with the multitudes within the bounds of our state and of the Southern
Baptist Conventlon who need %o be evangelized, eduecated, and enlisited, znd in the light
of the enormity of thls task, we need to be reminded of this statement in I Corinthisns
3:19: "We are (od's fellow workers." These words teach us thet God is & laberer. He

is ever working. Redemption proves His ceaselesg activitles. From the birth te the death
of an individusl, God never ceases to exert Himself in his behalf. Hé constantly works
for the welfare af people.

As Christians, we are G@d's‘felleu werkers. There is a difference in our netural powers,
spiritual gifts, position in the chureh, and the length of cur service, But, every
Christian is invested with the vower to work for God =nd is therefere cbligated to do sc.

e are God's fellow workers." What a titlel! Whet distinetion! How august the dignityl
That is the highest tribute that car be paid to us. Ve are workers with Him in His field.
He furnishes the soll, the seed, and the sumshine, bul He expects us to do the cultivating.
God will not do anything for a man that he can do for himeelf; but He will do everything
for him that he can not do for himself. God gives the soil, the seed, the sunshine, and
the raln, bot men will never have & 1oaf of bread unless hs prepsres the soll, seows the
seed, harvests the vheal, grinds it, mixzes it, and bskes it. God made the ﬂtone, the
clay, and the wood, but man will mever live im a house unless he puts thege together amd
builde the house, God wants all to be zaved, but only those will be whom Christians
introduce to Christ. COCooperation works hoth ways. 1F we will work with God, He will
work with us, When we work together success is certeain.

As we face this glorious and tremendous task of reaching these thougands through cur
Baptist Sunday Schoole in Kentucky, there are some very important lessons which we can
learn from Nehemizh. He possessed the spirit of tackling a worthwhile and challenging
task and seeing it through to & successful finish. Fe had the vision of & glorious city
ariging from an ash-heap. Upon his arrival in Jerusalem, He meditated for three days
before he decided upon a course of action., Man of God that he was, he sought the counsel
of the Most High in prayer. DPrayer solved his problems and opened the way to success.
After investigating the whole situation, he called s mesting of the Jewish leaders and
pictured to them the desolate condition of the once powerful and splendid city. So
ardent was his eloguence and so cogent his argument that the assembly shouted as omne men,
et us rise uwp and build."

It must have been with proud satisfaction that Nehemiah wrote, "So built we the wali;
and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof; for the people had a mlnd to
work.® This brief statement is the record of s grandly successful schievement despite
discouraging odds and seemingly insurmounteble difficulties. They completed the job im
the brief peried of 52 days notwithstanding:



1. Nﬁmerous sneers.
e enemy sneered at:
{1} Their character.
Sanballat said, "What do these fesble Jéws7“

{2) Their motives,
Will they foritify themszelves? Will they sacrifice?”

{3) Their enthusiasm,
4111 they meke zn end in a day?®

(4) Their attempted task.
"¥ill they revive the sicnes out of the hesps of the rubbish vhich sre burned?"

{5} Their completed work,
Toblish said, "Bven that which they bulld if a fox go up, he shsll even break
down their stone wall,®

The Ssnbaliats and Tebishs are not all dead yet. A4s we atiempt to reach the multitudes
for Christ and our churches, we too shall receive the smeers of modern Samballais
end Toblaha,

2. Active oppogition.
After their ememies had mocked them and ridiculed them they entered initoc a conspiracy
to fight egainst the work. Ignoring their coemnspireey, Nehemiah and his people kept
right on building., 4 plodding persistence in the face of almost any oppesitioen is
gure at last to triumph. When the enemy sent Nehemiah an invitation to meet them
for a conference, he made the fesmous answer, "I am deing a great work, so that I
cannot come down."

3, DBespairing friends.
Some of his faint-hearted men grew dlsceuraved Judsh seld, "We are not able to build
the wall." In other werds, "What's the uwge? Iet's guit,” What an inspiration such
peeple are! "It can't be done' hag killed meny a project that eould have been done,
The pessimistic "insider® is often more dangerous than the spiteful Poutsider."
Jast before the battle of Yorktown friends on every side were despairingly saying to
General Washington, ™ou can' do it; you might just as well give up." The great
Hashington would net let him@elf degpair. He kept at i%, snd independence was
achieved at Yorktown.

ﬂ@tw1thstandlng numerous sﬁeers, active opposition, snd despsirinmg friends the wall was
rebuilt by Nehemlah and his force. The secret of their suceess is worth our learning.
In fact, it is the secret of all true success in Christian service,

The escential facltors in every church thet succeeds in reaching her share of these
additional people are as followss

Y. An Unshekable Palth in God,

They built the wall by a courageous trust in God, Nehemiah said, "Be not afrsid of
them; remember the Iord.” The teunts and jeers of the enemy only served to make them
trust the more implicitly in God. With unshakable faith in Him, they employed the
means at hand and invoked the divine blessing all the way along.

Nehemish was willing for God to have all the glory. An old Jesuit moito reminds us:
"4 great deal of good can be done in the world if one is pot toeo careful who gets the
eredit,” Hard work and complete dependence on God never fail,
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III.

V.

&n Tnspiring leadership.

Nehemish wes a great leader. He was sent by God; he understood men; he was able to
win their confidence; and he was sble to win their loyalty. He put all classes o
work. He divided the lzhor, having some to watech while others worked. To each worker
he assigned 2 task for which he was fitted. He inspired the workers with courage

and enthusiasm. He pubt first things first end allowed nothing to draw him aside

from the tasgk that God had commitied te his hands.

4 Gorp of Willing Workers,

Nehemish ceuld not have done anything if he had not had a corp of willimg workers.

"The people had & mind to work.® They pushed on in the face of unpleasant circumstances
becaunse they hiad been filled with an inspiration to work. Fach worker was willing

to de all he could to help. Thst is the very spirit which we need in this great
undertaking of cur churches.

Their Enthusiasm For The Task,

The enthusiasm of the people for the task explains the rapidity with which the werk

was completed. An imporiant human essential for successful service is a holy enthusiasm
for the task, These workers were enthusiastic becamse they were each thinking of thelr
homes and loved onmes. They were all working for their persomal safety, religious
1iberty, and national honor.

A Spirit of Cooperation.

They worked together, "So built we the wall," Nehemiah could not have accomplished
this remarksble achievement without the cooperation of the people. Their projeet
was successful because of a willingness on the part of each to do whatever and sll he
could. Sometimes they bore burdems; sometimes they grasped swords and spears;
sometimes they stood sentinel., There was ne selfish picking and choosing. Nobody
declared, "I will de this, but I won't do that." Each one was ready to do anything
which needed to be done, Each did his share of the work, and it is ne wonder that
the wall went up gquickly. That gpirit of cooperation in this important task which
Southern Baptists are undertaking will grwaranitee success.

This is a challenge to all of us to go forward with Christ. The law of the Christian
1ife is "idvance." The Captain of our salvaetion never orders a retreat. He never
brings His people into the position from which retreat is necessary, or in which
advance is impossible. Nowhere in the Bible can you find 2 case where retreat had o
be made while God's guidance was followed. In proportion as we yield ourselves io
His guidance we can depend on being conducted forward., We now have the greatest
opportunity we have ever had, and the gospel of Christ should have the most vigorous
application and proclamation by those who believe that it has ever recelved.

Some Christians give Christ place; others give Him prominence; and still others give
Him the pre-eminence. Let each of us give the peerless ChristHis rightful place in
our lives and service. Iet us place Him sbove self, above family, sbove friends,
above business, and above everything else as He wills that we should do. Iet us place
Him firet in our living, in our giving, in our working, and in our hoping. If you
will only enthrone Him, worship Him, love Him, walk with Him, and serve Him, you will
discover that your 1life will be ome of boundless possibilities, of unspeakable joy,
and of unending victory. For the glorious privilege of walking and working and
witnessing together as followers of Christ, let us thank Him with the gratitude of omr
hearts, with the prasises of our lips, and by the obediemce of our lives. As we go omr
separate ways rejoicing in Christ Jesus, let Him smile through our faces, spesk with
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our tonguee, work with our hands, walk with our feei, and leve with our hearts. Iet
Him seek sinners through ug, inspire bellevers by us, and comfort saints through us
until the day break and the shadows flee away.

"nly one 1ife; *twill soom be pasts
Only what's done for Christ wiil last.®



